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Transportation 
Flying to Sacramento: 

The Sacramento International Airport (SMF) is 
11.6 miles from the Sheraton Grand 
Sacramento. See below for driving directions. 
Uber/Lyft fare is approximately $20. There is 
also hourly bus service (Yolobus 42A) from 
SMF to Downtown Sacramento, which stops 
one block from the hotel at J & 14th. 

Driving from SMF Airport, take I-5 S towards Sacramento. Take exit 519B for J Street. 
Continue on J Street. The Sheraton Grand Sacramento Hotel will be on your right at 13th and J 
Street, 1230 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95814. The parking garage is on the left side of J Street. 

Driving Directions from Other Parts of California: 

Downtown Sacramento is easily accessible from the I-80, I-5, and CA-99 highways. 

From the San Francisco Bay Area, take I-80 E towards Sacramento and continue on 1-80BL 
E/US-50 E, then merge onto I-5 N. Take exit 519B for J Street towards Downtown. Turn right 
onto J Street. The Sheraton Grand Sacramento Hotel will be on your right at 13th and J Street, 
1230 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95814. The parking garage is on the left side of J Street. 

From Southern California or Central Valley, take I-5 N towards Sacramento. Take exit 519B 
for J Street towards Downtown. Turn right onto J Street. The Sheraton Grand Sacramento Hotel 
will be on your right at 13th and J Street, 1230 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95814. The parking 
garage is on the left side of J Street. 

Lodging Information 
The host hotel and meeting location is the Sheraton Grand Sacramento Hotel, located at 13th and 
J Street, 1230 J Street, Sacramento, CA 95814. WUSPBA members may book a room at a 
discounted rate of $149.00/ night. The group rate is available Friday, November 16, and 
Saturday, November 17. Reservations must be made by October 15, 2019. Call (916) 447-1700 
or click on the following link to access the group rate: 

https://www.marriott.com/event-reservations/reservation-
link.mi?id=1558558457183&key=GRP&app=resvlink  
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AGM 
Saturday, November 16, 2019 

The 2019 Annual General Meeting of the Western United States Pipe Band Association will be 
held on Saturday, November 16, 2019, at the Sheraton Grand Sacramento Hotel in Sacramento, 
California. Attendees may check in starting at 8:00am. The AGM will begin promptly at 9:00am. 

AGM AGENDA 

Call to Order, Establish Quorum 

Approval of the 2018 AGM minutes 

Welcome and Comments by President Kevin Conquest 

Attendee Introductions 

Branch Reports 

 Craig Farley—Northern Branch President 
 Robert MacTavish—Southern Branch Representative 
 Jamie Cuthill—Intermountain Branch President 
 Bob Spetz—Great Basin Branch President 
 Stuart Baker—Desert Branch President 

Music Board Report 

Audit Report 

Budget Presentation and Vote 

Circle of Honor Inductees 

Election of New Officers 

President 
Executive Secretary 
Treasurer 
Band Registrar 

New Business: Amendments to Bylaws and Contest Rules 

Closing Remarks and Adjourn 
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Ensemble Workshop 
An Ensemble Adjudication Workshop will be held at the Sheraton Grand beginning after the 
Annual General Meeting (approximately 2:00pm). The workshop is designed for adjudicators but 
is open to all AGM attendees. 

The objective of the workshop is to reach a shared understanding of ensemble adjudication and 
improve our collective ensemble adjudication skills. So the workshop will focus less on the 
theoretical and more on the practical! We will listen together to some band recordings and open 
up a discussion of our thoughts with regard to ensemble aspects of the performances. 

Workshop leaders are Davey McAdam, Ryan Murray, and Ken Sutherland. The workshop will 
last approximately 90 minutes. 

Contest Organizer Meeting 
A meeting of organizers, of WUSPBA sanctioned competitions shall be held at the Sheraton 
Grand beginning after the Ensemble Adjudication Workshop (approximately 3:30pm).  

Saturday Night Social 
The members of the Northern Branch cordially invite all AGM attendees to an informal social 
Saturday evening, after the meeting. The social will be in Midtown/Downtown Sacramento, after 
the day’s formal activities have ended. The social location will be announced at the AGM. 

 

Timeline 
Saturday, November 16, 2019 

8:00am—Check in for the AGM begins 

9:00am—AGM 

2:00pm—Ensemble Adjudication Workshop (time approximate) 

3:30pm—Contest Organizer Meeting (time approximate) 

5:00pm—Informal Social (time approximate)	
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Your Visit to Sacramento 
Make the most of your weekend Sacramento! Outside of the AGM session, there is plenty to do 
in the immediate Downtown Sacramento vicinity and beyond. Below are just a few 
recommended activities and attractions nearby. 

Immediate Vicinity: 

• California Firefighters Memorial – inside Capitol Park (0.3 miles away) 
http://www.cafirefoundation.org/programs/california-firefighters-memorial/  

• California State Capitol – 10th & L Street (0.3 miles away) 
http://www.capitolmuseum.ca.gov/ 

• Esquire IMAX Theatre – 1211 K Street (0.1 miles away) https://www.imax.com/imax-
esquire-oo  

Moderate Walk: 

• California State Railroad Museum – 125 I Street (0.9 miles away) 
https://www.californiarailroad.museum/  

• Old Sacramento Historic District – Sacramento River to 2nd Street, between I & L Streets 
(0.9 miles away) http://oldsacramento.com/ 

• Crocker Art Museum – 216 O Street (1.2 miles away) https://www.crockerart.org/ 

Short Drive: 

• California Automobile Museum – 2200 Front Street (1.9 miles away) 
https://www.calautomuseum.org/ 

• Sacramento Zoo – 3930 W Land Park Drive (3.1 miles away) https://www.saczoo.org/ 

 

Go to https://www.visitsacramento.com/ for more recommendations. 
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Appendix A: Officer Candidate Statements 
The following statements have been submitted by individuals nominated in advance for 
WUSPBA officer positions. Elections will be held during the AGM, and additional nominations 
will be accepted from the floor. 

 

John Partanen – candidate for President 

No statement received. 

Jeff Mann – candidate for President 

The responsibility and stewardship of the WUSPBA president is to effectively and efficiently 
serve our members.  To that end I feel the following areas are critical to the success of every 
WUSPBA member and band: 

• Understanding the needs and concerns of our bands, soloists, and games sponsors and to 
find the best answers and solutions. 

• Developing our educational projects with the Music Board to ensure a level playing field. 

• Finding ways and opportunities to better utilize our adjudicators 

• To watch over the financial state of the association and be transparent 

• Allow more autonomy at the branch level   

Charles A. Butterworth, PhD – candidate for Band Registrar 

After being a WUSPBA member for eight years, I want to give back to the organization. For this 
reason, I am offering my services as band registrar. 

Jeff and I have communicated over requirements for band registrar. Having used R2 Sports for 
myself, my two boys, and their band (Colorado Youth PB), I feel comfortable with day-to-day 
requirements of that system. Logging band scores after competitions and updating the WUSPBA 
website is done using Microsoft Access which I have used previously for database design and 
development. 

I am looking forward to serving WUSPBA and it’s membership. 
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Appendix B: Proposed Amendments to the 
Bylaws and Contest Rules 
Below is every proposed amendment to the Bylaws or Contest Rules that will be discussed at the 
AGM. 

 

Proposed Amendments to the Bylaws 

None. 

 

Proposed Amendments to the Contest Rules 

• CR1 - Juvenile Bands - Submitted by Pasadena Scots 

• CR2 - Piobaireachd Grading - Submitted by Erin Berta 

• CR3 - Piobaireachd Set Tunes - Submitted by Erin Berta 

• CR4 - QMM Part Definition - Submitted by Diana Lees 

• CR6 - Tune Reusage - Submitted by Jeff Mann 

• CR7 - Sanction Midsection Competition - Submitted by Jeff Mann 

• CR8 - Alternate Grades on Contest Days - Submitted by William Wallace 

• CR9 - 6/8 March Requirements for Grades 1 & 2 - Submitted by Adam Blaine 

Full text of all proposed amendments to the Contest Rules begins on page B-2. 
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