
 

 

Rename Novice Snare to Practice Pad - recommended by EC 

 

Existing Wording: 

 

3. Snare Drumming 

 

3.1. Grade Designation: Snare drumming competitions are organized into six (6) grades each 

denoting a specific expectation of ability and experience. The grades are from 5, 4, 3, 2, 

1, and Open ranging from introductory to advanced. Novice is restricted to individuals 

competing only on the practice pad playing rudiments and is not open to any individual 

who plays the snare drum in other solo or band contests. Competition in Novice is 

unsanctioned and does not require solo membership in the WUSPBA. 

 

All other grades are sanctioned, and the competition requirements are outlined in Table 

3. Game sponsors do not have to offer all of the events in each grade. However, when 

events are offered, individual competitors shall submit the number of tunes according to 

grade and type of competition. 

 

Proposed Wording: 

 

3.1. Grade Designation: Snare drumming competitions are organized into six (6) grades each 

denoting a specific expectation of ability and experience. The grades are from 5, 4, 3, 2, 

1, and Open ranging from introductory to advanced. Novice Practice Pad is restricted to individuals 

competing only on the practice pad playing rudiments and is not open to any individual who plays 

the snare drum in other solo or band contests. Competition in Novice Practice Pad is unsanctioned 

and does not require solo membership in the WUSPBA. 

 

All other grades are sanctioned, and the competition requirements are outlined in Table 

3. Game sponsors do not have to offer all of the events in each grade. However, when 

events are offered, individual competitors shall submit the number of tunes according to 

grade and type of competition. 

 

 

Rationale: 

This is often confused with the "novice" bass/tenor category but because they do not need 

the same membership, this leads to confusion.   

 

Additional action: rename "novice" in R2 as practice pad/chanter competitor only. 

 

 

 


