
 

 

Clarification Re: Band Draw – Submitted by Office of Strategic Planning for Games Organizers, 

Recommended by EC 

 

Existing Text (Contest Rules): 

 
Part II. Pipe Band Contest Rules 
… 
 
9. Contest Administration 
 … 
 

9.2. Order of Play: Each band taking part in a contest shall send a representative to draw for 
order of play. The drawing shall take place on the field not less than two hours before the 
contest. When a band is not represented at the draw, a member of the Executive Committee 
may carry out the draw for said band. The order of play will be decided by ballot and the time 
and order of play will be posted at the association headquarters. An official clock shall be on 
display to reflect the official time as well as to record the length of band medleys. These 
clocks shall be furnished by the WUSPBA and maintained and supplied on loan by each 
branch. Any band refusing or failing to play according to the draw may be disqualified. In 
case of emergency, contact the onsite WUSPBA Contest Steward or a member of the 
WUSPBA Executive Committee.  

 

 

Proposed Text (Contest Rules): 

 
Part II. Pipe Band Contest Rules 
… 
 
9. Contest Administration 
 … 
 

9.2. Order of Play: Each band taking part in a contest shall send a representative to draw for 
order of play. The drawing shall take place on the field not less than two hours before the 
contest. When a band is not represented at the draw, a member of the Executive Committee 
may carry out the draw for said band. The order of play will be decided by ballot random draw 
and the time and order of play will be posted at the association headquarters. An official clock 
shall be on display to reflect the official time as well as to record the length of band medleys. 
These clocks shall be furnished by the WUSPBA and maintained and supplied on loan by 
each branch. Any band refusing or failing to play according to the draw may be disqualified. 
In case of emergency, contact the onsite WUSPBA Contest Steward or a member of the 
WUSPBA Executive Committee.  

 

 

Rationale 

 

This is not a substantive rule change. It is for increased clarity only.  

 

While the word ‘ballot’ can have more than one meaning, these days (especially in modern 

democratic societies) it is most commonly understood to indicate a system of voting. 

However, the order of play for band contests is not decided by popular vote. This proposed 

change will update the wording and describe the process in clearer, plain language. 


