
PROPOSAL TO ADD RHYTHMIC TENOR SECTION TO WUSPBA SOLO 
COMPETITIONS 

AIM 

1.  To improve the musical proficiency of beginner Tenor drummers and to encourage and 
increase participation in solo Tenor drumming competitions at WUSPBA sanctioned events.  

INTRODUCTION 

2. This proposal advocates for the inclusion of a dedicated Rhythm Tenor section in solo 
competitions. Much like the Snare drumming offers an unsanctioned drum pad option to focus 
on rudiments and sticking, a sanctioned Rhythm Tenor event (on a tenor drum) would focus on 
music and proper technique without an emphasis on visual effects for novice Tenor drummers. 

3. In accordance to para 4.2 of the WUSPBA 2025 Contest Rules, “Performances will be 
evaluated in the same manner as a snare drumming competition with an additional category of 
“Visual Effect”. “Visual Effect” is not defined anywhere in the Contest Rules and left to the 
judge interpretation. If “Visual Effect” is not defined, how does the competitor know what is 
expected of them? 

DISCUSSION 

Justification 

4. Novice Tenor drummer soloists are currently in one category with no clear delineation of 
technical musical skill over ”Visual Effect”. This has been intimidating and frustrating to new 
Tenor drummers who may play more proficiently than their counter parts but are told they “need 
visual effects” and then do not place as well as a player who may have visual effects, however to 
the detriment of properly executing the music.  

5. By creating a separate Novice Rhythm Tenor solo section, Tenor drummers will 
concentrate on the music and how it should be played rather than an undefined “Visual Effect” 
category, which can be given more attention once musicality has been addressed. Musicality 
needs to be the focus of competitions if Tenor drummers are to effectively deliver impactful solo 
performances. Musicality creates a greater impact in Pipe Band ensemble compared to visual 
effects, which is why providing a solo competition without “Visual Effect” will encourage new 
tenor drummers to get out and compete.  

Judging 

6. The judging criteria for Rhythm tenor should emphasize musicality without visual 
effects. Key areas of assessment could include: 

• Rhythm / Timing / Accuracy: Precision in executing rhythmic patterns, 
maintaining a steady tempo, and accurately playing along with accompaniment.  

• Technique: Proper grip, stick control, stroke mechanics, and execution of 
rudiments. 



• Musicality: interpretation, expression, performance of music with technical skill. 

 

7. I researched all the other North American associations' contest rules and found that no 
solo Rhythm Tenor only section exist. This would be a great opportunity for WUSPBA to lead 
the way in establishing this type of event. Furthermore, I have reached out to Stephen McQuillan 
who is the RSPBA Music Board Vice Convenor and head of competition format for guidance in 
this area. 

CONCLUSION 

8. The establishment of a Rhythm Tenor section in solo competitions would not only 
provide a valuable platform for showcasing talent, but also foster the growth and development of 
tenor drumming, emphasizing musical skill over “Visual Effect”. A Rhythm Tenor section would 
allow students to refine their technical skills and promote their musicality which will benefit the 
player as well as the Pipe Band they chose to play with. 
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