
 	

Quicksteps	

 	

            Examples of quicksteps can be found peppered throughout many collections of 
bagpipe music in the 19th century. They are usually presented in a 2/4 time signature, but 
occasionally also appear in common time (C) and occasionally 6/8. During the second 
half of the 19th century, quicksteps were absorbed into the piper’s repertory as 
competition style marches, and during the 20th century the embellishments used in these 
melodies became increasingly complex resulting in a decrease in tempo and 
functionality. 	

 	

 	

Musical examples: Abercairney Highlanders, The MacDonald’s March, Highland 
Laddie	

	

 	

 	

	
	
	
	



	
	



	
	

 


