The 2™ Annual Western States Champion Solo Invitational took place in Palos Verdes Estates, CA on
Friday, October 31% and Saturday, November 1% in perfect piping weather — sunny temperatures with a
cool ocean mist. Judges Roddy MacLeod MBE and Willie McCallum came from the UK, Bob Worrall and

Jack Lee arrived from Canada, and Duncan Millar and Miles Bennington from BCPA and EUSPBA respec-
tively to work in teams on the two-day event.

This was our first year including drummers in the competition, and we began their MSR and Hornpipe/
Jig competitions at 1pm on Friday. At 5pm we held the McGillicuddy Memorial Ensemble competition in
the main church — the Hornpipe/Jig competition for the open snare, tenor, and bass drummers was also
an ensemble event pitting each team against the others as a way to recognize the efforts of the whole

ensemble in drumming competitions. The standalone event judged by Duncan Millar, Miles Bennington, and Ken Sutherland, and
the aggregate winners were:

2025 McGillicuddy Memorial Ensemble Awards
1% place Eric Legere with Robert B. Graham Jr. and Colin Forrest
2" place Robert B. Graham Jr. with Colin Forrest
3" place Elise Svangtun with Malcolm Fuller and Colin Forrest

We'd like to acknowledge piper Colin Forrest for playing in 9 different sets for drum-
mers, piper Logan Gorsuch for playing in 6 drumming sets, and snare drummer Rob-
bie Graham, for playing in 6 tenor and bass sets. Thank you to all the pipers and
drummers for supporting each other in competition.

Friday night at 7pm, Jack Lee, Miles Bennington, Willie McCallum, Roddy MacLeod, and Bob Worrall played for a full house of com-
petitors, their families and friends, and community members, and the beautiful St. Francis Episcopal church was full of exquisite

piping and drumming. Each performer told stories with words and music, and BCPA President David Hilder gave masterful introduc-
tions as the host of the evening.
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Saturday’s piping competitions began at
9am with Piobaireachd in two locations
at the church. The gothic-looking chapel
where grades 4, 3, and 2 competed was
hosted by Aaron Shaw, WUSPBA judge
and Wicked Tinkers front man, and David
Hilder was the MC in the main church for »
the grade 1 and open pipers. ' ; | ey S




Lunch was provided onsite by Jen, Bob, and Melissa DeBarr, and as anyone who has experienced Bob’s famous tacos at Glendora

solo competitions can attest, the food was amazing. After lunch, the judging teams of Jack and Roddy, and Bob and Willie switched

locations to judge the MSR, ensuring that every piper received sheets from every
piping judge. Exceptional stewarding by Robert and Andrew MacTavish, and a
team of wonderful volunteer parents and musicians made the competitions go
quickly and efficiently, and after a pause to calculate aggregates and finish laying
out the extraordinary prizes, the awards ceremony for all pipers and drummers
began with comments about the final game of the World Series (made by the Ca-

nadian host to an audience full of Los Angeles fans).

Medals were given to the top three placements in each event, and prizes were
awarded to first, second, and third in the overall aggregate for each grade.

2025 Western States Champion Solo Invitational Drumming Results

Open Snare Aggregate
1* Place Robert B. Graham Jr.
2" place Malcolm Fuller

G1 snare Aggregate
1* Place Susie Shoemaker

G2 Snare Aggregate

1* Place Eric Legere

2" place Andrew Koupal
3" place Lei Lucas

G3 Snare Aggregate

1* place Tate Mauzy
2" place Caleb Guidotti
3" place Ulises Reyes

Open Tenor Aggregate
1* place Elise Svangtun
2" place Lindsay MacGregor

Intermediate Tenor Aggregate
1* place Ireland Rosa
2" place Angela Liu

Open Bass Aggregate
1% place Eric Legere
2" place Lindsay MacGregor

Intermediate Bass Aggregate
1* place Andrew Koupal
2" place Sean Stewart

Open Snare H/J
1* Place Robert B. Graham Jr.
2" place Malcolm Fuller

Open Snare MSR
1* Place Robert B. Graham Jr.
2" place Malcolm Fuller

Grade 1 Snare Hornpipe Jig
1% Place Susie Shoemaker

Grade 1 Snare MSR
1% Place Susie Shoemaker

Grade 2 snare Hornpipe Jig
1% Place Eric Legere

2" place Andrew Koupal
3" place Lei Lucas

Grade 2 snare MSR

1% Place Eric Legere

2" place Andrew Koupal
3" place Lei Lucas

Open Aggregate

1* Place Malachi Johannsen
2" Place Kenneth Sutherland
3" Place Matthew Turnbull

Grade 1 Aggregate

1* Place Steven McElhaney
2" Place lan Minnear

3" Place Alexander Walker

Grade 2 Aggregate

1* Place Alexander Lentz
2" Place Andrew Reynolds
3" Place Matthew Earl

Grade 3 Aggregate

1* Place Brigitta Benroth
2" Place Nathan Huffaker
3" Place Leanne Johnson

Grade 4 Aggregate

1* Place Paul Dailey

2" Place Emma Thomsen
3" Place Adrian Terkelson

Grade 3 Snare 2/4 March
1% Place Tate Mauzy

2" Place Caleb Guidotti
3" place Ulises Reyes

Grade 3 Snare 6/8 March
1% Place Caleb Guidotti
2" Place Tate Mauzy

3" Place Ulises Reyes

Open Bass MSR
1% place Eric Legere
2" place Lindsay MacGregor

Open Bass H/J
1% place Eric Legere
2" place Lindsay MacGregor

Intermediate Bass H/J
1% place Andrew Koupal
2" place Sean Stewart

Intermediate Bass MSR
1% place Andrew Koupal
2" place Sean Stewart

Open MSR

1% Place Malachi Johannsen
2" Place Colin Forrest

3" place Ken Sutherland

Open Piobaireachd

1° Place Malachi Johannsen
2" Place Ken Sutherland
3" Place Matthew Turnbull

Grade 1 MSR

1% Place lan Minnear

2" Place Steven McElhaney
3" Place Alexander Walker

Grade 1 Piobaireachd
1% Place Steven McElhaney
2" Place Alexander Walker
3 Place lan Minnear

Grade 2 MSR

1% Place Alexander Lentz
2" Place Katya Teodorovich
3" Place Lara Thomsen

Open Tenor H/J
1% place Elise Svangtun
2" place Lindsay MacGregor

Open Tenor MSR
1% place Elise Svangtun
2" place Lindsay MacGregor

Intermediate Tenor H/J
1* place Ireland Rosa

Intermediate Tenor MSR
1% place Angela Liu
2" place Ireland Rosa

2025 Western States Champion Solo Invitational Piping Results

Grade 2 Piobaireachd

1% Place Andrew Reynolds
2" Place Alexander Lentz
3" Place Matthew Earl

Grade 3 2/4 March

1% Place Brigitta Benroth
2" Place Nathan Huffaker
3" Place Aims McGuinness

Grade 3 Piobaireachd

1% Place Brigitta Benroth
2" Place Nathan Huffaker
3" Place Leanne Johnson

Grade 4 2/4 March

1% Place Paul Dailey

2" Place Adrian Terkelson
3" Place Emma Thomsen

Grade 4 Piobaireachd

1% Place Michael Beale
2" Place Emma Thomsen
3" Place Adrian Terkelson



WUSPBA'’s Youth Education
Council gave two special
awards, presented by board
members Lara Thomsen and
Logan Gorsuch: one to the top-
finishing drummer under age
20, Caleb Guidotti, and one to
the top-finishing piper under
20, Malachi Johannsen.

After the awards were given, and opportuni-
ty drawing items and auctions were won,
competitors, judges, and family and friends
headed over to a private home five minutes
away from the venue for an after-party,
where members of the Prince Charles Pipe
Band shot pool and judges and fans gathered
around the bar and fire pit to watch the last
of the World Series game, eat, drink, connect
with old friends and make new ones.

The 2026 Western States Champion Solo Invitational will take place on Friday and Saturday, November 6-7, again in the lovely
Palos Verdes Estates St. Francis Episcopal Church. The host hotel is in nearby South Redondo Beach, making the event a Southern
California destination for the top pipers and drummers in the Western States. Piping judges Roddy MacLeod MBE, Willie
McCallum, Jack Lee, and Bob Worrall are excited to return, and we look forward to inviting a dedicated midsection drumming
team to round out the world class drumming judges.

As a reminder: the aggregate winners of the YEC Online Solo Competition (look for it in March, 2026) are
automatically qualified for a Western States invitation, and the aggregate winners of Pleasanton also re-
ceive an invitation. The remainder of the piping and drumming invitations in each category are drawn
from the top combined aggregate scores of the WUSPBA lists for the amateur grades, and the WUSPBA
and BCPA lists for the professional grade.

Special thanks to the WUSPBA EC for principle funding of this unique and remarkable event, and to all the
donors and sponsors who help make it possible. Volunteers are the beating heart of the Western United
States Pipe Band Association, and we could not do this without the people who dedicate hundreds of
hours of time and energy to creating programs and hosting events across the Western States. Thank you
to everyone who helps make this association vital, supportive, and generous to all its members.
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